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                                                                                                     2026 Suggested Reading for Grades 6-8 

FICTION 
Aguila, Maria Dolores. “A Sea of Lemon Trees: The Corrido of Roberto Alvarez” 2025 
*Scott O’Dell Award for Historical Fiction 2026* 
Twelve-year-old Roberto Alvarez is the first one in his family born on United States soil. He's el 
futuro, their dream for a life away from the fire of the Mexican revolution. Moved by anti-
immigrant and anti-Mexican propaganda, the Lemon Grove School Board and Chamber of 
Commerce create a separate “Americanization” school for the Mexican children attending the 
Lemon Grove Grammar School. But the new Olive Street School is an old barn retrofitted for 
the children forced to attend a segregated school. Amidst threats of deportation, the Comité de 
Vecinos risk everything to stand their ground, and with the support of the Mexican Consulate, 
chose Roberto as the lead plaintiff in a lawsuit against the school board. 
J FIC AGUILA, Pop Now, e-book 
 
Birdsall, Jeanne. “The Library of Unruly Treasures” 2025 
Gwen MacKinnon's parents are dreadful. Truly, deeply, almost impressively dreadful. So, 
Gwen's not upset at all when she's foisted onto her never-before-seen Uncle Matthew for two 
weeks. Especially when it turns out he has a very opinionated dog named Pumpkin. Things take 
a turn for the weird when Gwen makes a discovery in the local library. A discovery that involves 
tiny creatures with wings.  And no, they're not birds. They're called Lanukan. But why can only 
Gwen and the youngest children, gathered for story time, see them? 
J FIC BIRDSALL, Pop Now, J Playaway Birdsall, e-book, e-audiobook 
 
Black, Ryan James. “The Dark Times of Nimble Nottingham” 2025 
Set during the World War II Blitz blackout, the story follows a 12-year-old orphan who 
accidentally unleashes a shadow monster onto the streets of London and must team up with an 
unlikely assembly of allies to hunt it down. 
J FIC BLACK, Pop Now, e-book 
 

Bragg, Sam. “Hooves of Death” 2025 
Humanity, on the brink of collapse after a devastating zombie outbreak, has retreated to its last 
refuge — a camp hidden within Yellowstone National Park. Supplies are scarce and hope is 
fading fast. That is, until an unexpected savior arrives: a herd of unicorns. My Little Pony meets 
The Last Kids on Earth in this pulse-pounding graphic novel that blends the fantastical with the 
apocalyptic. 
J GN BRAGG, Pop Now 
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Callans, Jess. “Ollie In Between” 2025 
Puberty, AKA the ultimate biological predator, is driving a wedge between soon-to-be 13-year-
old Ollie Thompson and their lifelong friends. Too much of a girl for their neighborhood hockey 
team, but not girly enough for their boy-crazed BFF, Ollie doesn’t know where they fit. And 
their usual ability to camouflage? Woefully disrupted. When a school project asks them to write 
an essay on what it means to be a woman (if anyone’s got an answer, that’d be great), and one 
of their new friends is the target of bullying, Ollie is caught between the safety of fleeing from 
their own differences or confronting the risks of fighting to take their own path forward. 
J FIC CALLANS, Pop Now, e-book 
 

Calonita, Jen. “Isle of Ever” 2025 
Days after her 12th birthday, Everly "Benny" Benedict learns she's the heir to a fortune. But to 
collect the inheritance, she first must play — and win — a game. Following clues that her 
ancestor left, Benny must locate a small island that vanished long ago, according to legend. She 
has only two weeks to play the game and find the island. If she's successful, she'll break a 200-
year-old curse. If she fails, the fortune will be forfeited. And if she's not careful, she'll cross 
paths with someone else who is after the island's secrets, and who will stop at nothing to get 
them. Because, as it turns out, there's far more than a fortune at stake. 
J FIC CALONITA, Pop Now, e-book 
 

Calonita, Jen. “The Taylors” 2025 
Taylor (aka Teffy) is terrified to start middle school. But on the first day of school, she finds 
herself in the spotlight when it's revealed that her homeroom has four girls all named Taylor! 
There's a couple of things they can agree on. Taylor Swift is the greatest singer-songwriter of all 
time ... and they are going to need nicknames. Soon, Teffy's outside her comfort zone, going 
out for cheerleading and starting a friendship bracelet making business. And when the Eras tour 
comes to town, the four friends will do whatever it takes to get tickets. But then, a surprise 
betrayal changes everything. Teffy's learning to speak up for herself, but it's hard. Can she say 
what's on her mind and keep her new friends for good? 
J PBK CALONITA, Pop Now, e-book  
 

Chi, Kim and Lee, Stephan. “Donutella Hamachi and the Library Avengers” 2025 
For 12-year-old Korean immigrant Jae Han, the library is more than a place to check out books. 
It’s a safe space to work on his comic book featuring drag superhero Donutella Hamachi, play 
video games to improve his English, and befriend other outcast kids sheltering among the 
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stacks. When the mayor announces plans to demolish the building and pave a mall parking lot, 
Jae Han pleads with his friend the librarian to intervene. But even if the mayor doesn’t shutter 
the library, Ms. Henny reveals, a funding deficit will. Called to action, Jae Han rallies his ragtag 
group of friends to halt the destruction of their haven. Can they — with help from the sparkling 
Donutella Hamachi — unite long enough to defeat the slime-shooting blobfish enveloping 
screaming citizens in goo (i.e., ace a fundraising campaign)? 
J FIC KIM CHI, Pop Now, e-book 
 

Churchill, Marisa. “Secrets, Spells, and Chocolate” 2025 
The culinary world is full of secrets. For one, recipes can become powerful spells. Of course, 14-
year-old Sylvie Jones knows this. Sylvie has been dreaming of attending her mom’s alma mater, 
Brindille School of Culinary Arts and Magic, since she was old enough to reach the stove. 
Unfortunately, the last name Jones has a horrible stain on it — something that could destroy 
her dream. So, when Sylvie is given the opportunity to prove that she's got the skills to be a 
great chef and put an end to the rumors that her famous chef mother cheated her way to 
victory at the world's greatest magical cooking competition, she takes it. But the opportunity 
she’s been given may not be all that it’s cracked up to be. If Sylvie truly wants to make her own 
mark and earn a place at Brindille, she needs to uncover the truth about what happened all 
those years ago. But some will go to great lengths to ensure Sylvie fails, and she soon finds 
herself tangled in a web of deceit. 
YA FIC CHURCHILL, Pop Now 
 
Cypess, Leah. “Future Me Saves the World (And Ruins My Life)” 2025 
A boy’s time-travelling older self gives him an impossible task — convince his class to be nice to 
their substitute teacher … or risk the fate of the world. But his future self clearly forgot what 
fourth grade is like, because if there’s one thing Ethan’s class is great at (other than losing their 
homework), it’s tormenting substitute teachers. 
J FIC CYPRESS, Pop Now, e-book 
 
Deibert, Emily. “Bea Mullins Takes a Shot” 2025 
After a lifetime of humiliating sports experiences, Bea Mullins knows the best way to survive 
middle school is to stick to the sidelines. When PE is suddenly canceled, though, Bea is forced to 
join an after-school activity ... which is how she ends up as a member of the Glenwood Geese, 
her middle school's first all-girls hockey team. Bea would be happy sitting on the bench, but she 
doesn't want to let down her best friend, Celia. Plus, the more time Bea spends on the rinks, 
the more she comes to enjoy her teammates, especially the incredibly talented – and incredibly 
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cool – co-captain Gabi. But when low funding puts the Geese in danger of never playing again, 
Bea realizes she may lose everything she didn't know she wanted.  
J FIC DEIBERT, Pop Now, e-book, e-audiobook 
 
Faruqi, Saadia. “Some of Us Are Brave” 2026 
It’s a humid summer in Houston, Texas, and Yasir is dreaming of being soccer team captain — if 
only he could get the team bully, Cody, off his back, and maybe impress his sort-of-crush, 
Mona. Meanwhile, Mona is turning her nightmares into art, and Cody's home life feels as tense 
as the storm literally brewing down the coast. When Hurricane Harvey makes landfall, the three 
kids could hardly be called friends. But as their regular lives fall apart and rising floodwaters pull 
them together, Mona, Cody, and Yasir will need to work as a team if they want to survive. The 
hurricane will churn up their deepest fears and cement their bond forever — if it doesn’t tear 
them apart. 
J FIC FARUQI, Pop Now, e-book 
 
Feuti, Norm. “A Kid Like Me: A Graphic Novel” 2026 
Ethan doesn’t want to stand out, he just wants to fit in. But fitting in is tough when your peers 
call out your ancient cell phone, busted backpack, and discount clothing. To make matters 
worse, his best friend, Ricky, insists on hanging out with a group of guys who just don’t get him. 
They’re more interested in playing pranks than playing his favorite card game Bio Battle. Things 
start looking up, though, when Ethan befriends Aiden, a new kid in school, but it’s only a matter 
of time before even that goes sideways. Can Ethan figure out where he belongs without 
forgetting who he is and who he wants to be? 
J GN FEUTI, Pop Now, e-book 
 
Gemeinhart, Dan. “Busted” 2025 
Oscar Aberdeen is a bit of an oddball. He's an ace at playing bridge, loves Frank Sinatra, and 
attends a whole lot of funerals. He's also the youngest resident of Sunny Days retirement home 
by more than a half-century ― and he wouldn't have it any other way. So, when his grandpa is 
suddenly served an eviction notice that threatens their place at Sunny Days, he needs to find 
some cash. Fast. In this humdinger of an adventure, the ultimate odd couple, along with an 
uninvited stowaway, go from high-stakes escape to rollicking escapade as they search for a 
secret stash ― and forge an unlikely friendship along the way. 
J Fic GEMEINHART, Pop Now, J Playaway Gemeinhart 
 
Gow, Robin. “Saber-Tooth: A Novel in Verse” 2026 
Jasper’s favorite person is his older brother, Callan. They go on fossil-finding missions and stay 
up late while their parents work nights. But Callan grows distant and leaves for college without 
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taking Jasper on a promised fossil dig. Jasper feels abandoned — and angry. Who needs Callan? 
He will dig by himself, in his backyard. As he digs, he hears the bones of a saber-toothed tiger. 
He’s buried deep, and he wants Jasper to DIG. Jasper is sure a discovery like this could change 
the world or at least get Callan to text him back. But as the saber-toothed tiger finds freedom, 
Jasper realizes he may have unleashed a monster that no one was ready for, and that anger can 
empower you — or destroy you. 
J Fic GOW, Pop Now, e-book 
 
Gratz, Alan. “War Games” 2025 
Evie can't believe she's made it to the 1936 Berlin Olympics. After fleeing the Oklahoma Dust 
Bowl, she could have never guessed that the sport she took to escape her reality would lead to 
this. Now, she's competing in gymnastics on Team USA, but all is not as it seems in Berlin, a city 
now ruled by the Nazis and their tyrannical leader, Adolf Hitler. And Evie has secrets of her 
own. With two other Olympic athletes, Evie has been recruited for the biggest heist of the 
century by a mysterious criminal mastermind, who intends on robbing the Nazis right under 
their noses. 
J Fic GRATZ, Pop Now, e-book, Hoopla e-book & e-audiobook 
 
Hale, Shannon. “Dream On” 2025 
Something is missing from Cassie's life. Her parents don't have much money, she has to share 
her bedroom (and bed!) with her sisters, and her family never seem to have time for her. To 
make matters worse, her best friend Vali is always busy with a new friend. When Cassie gets a 
letter from a magazine sweepstakes with the words “YOU’RE THE WINNER” stamped on the 
front, she thinks it’s the answer to all her problems. The possibilities are endless, like an all-you-
can-eat buffet! But will prizes really solve Cassie’s problems? And what will she lose if she 
doesn’t win anything at all? 
J GN HALE, Pop Now, e-book 
 
Jackson, Tiffany D. “Blood in the Water” 2025 
This summer, there's blood in the water ... watch out for sharks! Kaylani is a born-and-bred 
Brooklyn girl. She expects to feel like a fish out of water spending the hot and sticky summer on 
Martha's Vineyard with family friends, the Watsons. But her mother insists, especially since 
Kaylani still spends long hours on the phone with her imprisoned father. The Watsons live in the 
town of Oak Bluffs, a place with a rich Black history that fascinates Kaylani. But then a shocking 
murder – or was it a drowning? A shark attack? – rocks the community to its core. Kaylani is 
determined to solve the mystery, but in order to do so, she will come face-to-face with sinister 
truths and shocking secrets that promise to forever change her life as she knows it.  
J FIC JACKSON, Pop Now, e-book, e-audiobook 
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James, Anna. “Alice with a Why” 2025 
England, 1919. Alyce – with a Y – lives with her grandmother, the original Alice, having lost her 
father during the Great War. When a mysterious invitation to a tea party hits her square in the 
face, Alyce realizes her grandmother’s strange stories of a place called Wonderland might have 
some truth to them after all. But the land Alyce finds herself in feels different from the 
Wonderland of her grandmother’s stories – for it is trapped in its own war. With the help of the 
Hatter, the Cheshire Cat and a Sailor Fox, Alyce will have to solve Wonderland’s problems and, 
eventually, find her way back home. 
J FIC JAMES, Pop Now, e-book, e-audiobook 
 
Korman, Gordon. “Hypergifted” 2026 
School has never been a problem for 12-year-old super-genius Noah Youkilis — at least not 
until he gets an admission letter to the prestigious Wilderton University. The last thing Noah 
wants is to go straight from eighth grade into college. Will his life ever be normal?! Meanwhile, 
Noah’s best friend, Donovan, has been looking forward all year to a summer of doing nothing. 
But when Wilderton allows Noah to bring a friend for the summer term, Donovan’s parents 
jump at the chance. Suddenly, Donovan’s summer of slack has turned into hanging with Noah 
and working as a summer camp counselor for professors’ kids. Now Noah and Donovan must 
combine all their middle-school smarts to keep their pig-sized secret, fix a haywire AI program 
before it pretty much ends the world, and keep track of Donovan’s campers. 
J FIC KORMAN, Pop Now, e-book 
 
Meadows, Jodi. “Confessions from the Group Chat” 2025 
What happens in the group chat stays in the group chat… until it doesn’t. Virginia Vaughn just 
wants to fit in with her super-popular friend group. That means she doesn’t let them know how 
much she loves the library, she never speaks a word about her massive crush, and she says 
nasty things she doesn’t actually mean. But only in the group chat, so it’s harmless, right? But 
when she has a blowout fight with her clique — specifically, with the Queen Bee herself — her 
mean texts are posted online for the entire school to see. And, suddenly, Virginia has only her 
cat to talk to. 
J FIC MEADOWS, Pop Now, Hoopla e-audiobook  
 
Messner, Kate. “The Trouble with Heroes” 2025  
One summer. Forty-six mountain peaks. A second chance to make things right. Finn Connelly is 
nothing like his dad, a star athlete and firefighter hero who always ran toward danger until he 
died two years ago. Finn's about to fail seventh grade and has never made headlines … until 
now. Caught on camera vandalizing a cemetery, he's in big trouble for kicking down some dead 
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old lady's headstone. But it turns out that grave belongs to a legendary local mountain climber, 
and her daughter makes Finn an unusual offer: Climb all forty-six Adirondack High Peaks with 
her dead mother's dog, and they can call it even. 
J FIC MESSNER, Pop Now, e-book 
 
Miller, Chanel. “The Moon Without Stars” 2026 
At the end of sixth grade, Luna knows who she is – a small, quiet girl who loves writing and 
making zines with her best friend, Scott. But when one of their zines takes off, somehow Luna is 
swept up into the popular group and learns just how much of herself she's going to have to 
compromise to stay there. Will she give up her writing? Her best friend? What about her own 
beliefs about who she is and what she stands for? 
J FIC MILLER, Pop Now, e-book 
 
Mills, Claudia. “Calliope Callisto Clark and the Search for Wisdom” 2026 
Once Callie (Calliope Callisto Clark) starts saying something, it’s hard for her to stop. The 
opinion gets bigger; her voice gets louder and louder — and she gets in more trouble. She’s in 
trouble with her teacher, who likes order and not Callie. She’s in bigger trouble with her 
Grampy, who blames Callie and her dog (a.k.a. Best Ever Friend) Archie for his ever-rising blood 
pressure. Then there’s the biggest trouble of all: Just one more strike, and Callie could lose her 
beloved Archie forever. When she turns to Greek philosophy for answers on how to solve her 
problems, she only gets more questions: What is justice? What is fairness? And as her problems 
get bigger, so do her questions: Is it Callie’s fault when Grampy has a stroke? 
J FIC MILLS, Pop Now 
 
O’Connor, Barbara. “Dream” 2025 
Idalee Lovett is content with her life in small-town Colby, North Carolina, living in her family’s 
huge house with rooms for rent. But she has big dreams, just like her mama. While Mama is on 
tour for the summer with her cover band, Lovey Lovett and the Junkyard Dogs, Idalee decides 
to hone her craft as a songwriter — since her truest wish is to hear her country songs on the 
radio one day. When the local radio station announces a songwriting contest with the winning 
song being recorded by an up-and-coming singer, Idalee is determined to win. It would be 
possible if only she could buy the shiny blue guitar in Asheville’s music shop. Idalee doesn’t 
have much money, but she knows exactly how to get it — the long-lost treasure her late 
granddaddy hid somewhere in their house. With the help of her friends Odell, Howard, Charlie, 
and an adorable little dog named Wishbone, Idalee is going to search in every nook and cranny 
until she finds it. But little does she know, the biggest treasure of all is only discovered when 
you believe in yourself with your whole heart. 
J FIC O’CONNOR, Pop Now, e-book 
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Oh, Ellen. “The House Next Door” 2025 
Home is where the sinister lives. Rory Parker knows not to step in, on, or around the house next 
door. He’s seen things creeping in the shadows, has had encounters with spirits, and lost a best 
friend to the house’s malevolence. But when his new neighbors, Jack and his lovable family, 
move into the house next door, Rory makes it his duty to protect them at all costs. Soon, Rory 
understands he’ll need the help of his new friend and some friendly ghosts in order to stand a 
chance at defeating whatever lurks within its walls for good. But what exactly lives in the house 
next door, and will Rory and Jack find out in time to save the day, or can its evil never be 
evicted?   
J FIC OH, Pop Now, e-book, e-audiobook 
 

Pearson, Jenny. “Shrapnel Boys” 2025 
When war comes to London in 1939, Ronnie Smith is scared and excited; scared of the bombs 
that fall at night, but excited to race his friends to collect the best bits of shrapnel every 
morning. But for Ronnie, the battles aren't just in the sky and on the streets. They're at school 
and at home too. His little brother is up to no good with a secret job and dangerous new 
friends, and Ronnie's worried he's getting himself into big trouble. Ronnie's desperate to help 
his little brother. But he isn't expecting to uncover secrets that could change the fate of the 
whole war. 
J FIC PEARSON 
 
Reynolds, Jason. “Coach” 2025 
Before Coach was the man who gave caring yet firm-handed guidance to Ghost, Lu, Patina, and 
Sunny on the Defenders track team, he was little Otie Brody, who was obsessed with Mr. 9.99 
(a.k.a. Carl Lewis). Like Mr. 9.99 — and his own dad — Otie is a sprinter. Sprint free or die is 
practically his motto. Then his dad, who is always away on business trips, comes home with a 
pair of Jordans. JORDANS. Fine as fine can be. Otie puts them on and feels like he can leap to 
the moon. But one morning he wakes up to find his brand-new secret weapon kicks are missing 
— right off his feet! And Otie just might have a fuzzy memory of his dad easing them off as Otie 
was sleeping, but that can’t be right, can it? Unless all the reasons for his dad’s “gone’s” are 
very different from what he’s been told. Because now, not only are the Jordans missing, but so 
is his father. 
YA FIC REYNOLDS, Pop Now, e-book, e-audiobook 
 
Williams-Garcia, Rita. “One Crazy Summer: The Graphic Novel” 2025 
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Eleven-year-old Delphine is like a mother to her two younger sisters, Vonetta and Fern. She's 
had to be, ever since their mother, Cecile, left them seven years ago for a radical new life in 
California. But when the sisters arrive from Brooklyn to spend the summer with their mother in 
Oakland, Cecile is nothing like they imagined. While the girls hope to go to Disneyland and meet 
Tinker Bell, their mother sends them to a day camp run by the Black Panthers. Unexpectedly, 
Delphine, Vonetta, and Fern learn much about their family, their country, and themselves 
during one truly crazy summer. 
J GN WILLIAMS-GARCIA, Pop Now 
 
Wolff, Tracy. “The Aftermyth” 2026 
Penelope Weaver has spent her whole life preparing to attend Anaximander’s Academy, where 
students learn how to bring to life the stories of Greek mythology as well as discover the Greek 
god whose principles they most embody. But as things go from bad to dangerously worse, one 
thing becomes clear – in a world where everything is fated to happen in a certain way, some 
stories need to be rewritten. As the world around her shifts and cracks, Penelope is asked to 
forget everything she thought she knew to help create a better story, even if that changes every 
plan and breaks every rule. 
J FIC WOLFF, Pop Now, e-book 
 

NONFICTION  

Bermudez, Alyssa. “Run Home: A Graphic Memoir” 2026 
It's 2002, and 14-year-old Alyssa is a first-year student at a new high school where she knows 
NO ONE, and the uniforms are hideous. Even worse? Her parents are forcing her to join the 
cross-country team. No one needs to run, or sweat, this much! Over time though, Alyssa 
actually starts to like running. She's getting better with practice, and some of the girls on the 
team are nice. Alyssa begins to find a steady rhythm with high school, cross country, and her 
new stepfamily. But Alyssa's dad is sick, and she doesn't know what to do. When the worst 
thing imaginable happens, Alyssa will need to count on her friends, family, and herself to keep 
running forward. 
YA GN BERMUDEZ, Pop Now 
 
Cassidy, Taylor. “Black History is Your History” 2025 
Taylor takes readers through the Black history she wishes she was taught in school. With 
sparkling wit and humor — and lots of fun pop culture references — she paints a vibrant picture 
of 12 figures from Black history whose groundbreaking contributions shaped America as we 
know it today. Introducing icons from activists to literary giants, movie stars to Olympic gold 
medalists, fashion designers to astronauts, and more, this one-of-a-kind collection makes Black 
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history relatable, relevant, and utterly irresistible. This book is a joyful celebration of Black 
history makers, and you’re invited to the party. Come on in and let these 12 true stories inspire 
you to make history of your own. 
YA 920.0092 CASSIDY, Pop Now 
 
Crowley Redding, Anna. “The Danger Files: Real-Life Disasters” 2025 
Delve deeper into some of the most dramatic disasters in history. Using case files full of 
firsthand accounts, critical facts, do-at-home experiments, and clues, readers can become 
disaster detectives and figure out what happened and why. Take on the sinking of the Titanic, 
the crash of the Hindenburg, the Great Influenza epidemic of 1918, the Boston molasses flood, 
and the fire that decimated the city of Chicago. 
J 363.1 CROWLEY, Pop Now 
 
Hays, Anna. “Vanished: Seven Women Magicians Who Simply Disappeared” 2025 
During the Golden Age of Magic from 1860 to 1930, seven women magicians in America defied 
Victorian conventions and created a unique place in history for themselves and future 
performers to come. They followed their hearts and pursued their dreams of performing magic 
in the spotlight when women had neither a vote nor a voice in America. They made history. Yet 
once their career ended, so did their legacy. 
J 793.8092 HAYS, Pop Now 
 
King Arthur Baking Company. “Sweet & Salty: King Arthur Baking Company’s Cookbook for 
Young Bakers” 2025  
Who doesn’t want to learn how to bake a Giant Chocolate Chip Cookie? Or snack on some Pizza 
Party Buns? Or learn how to make five different frostings to top off your favorite cupcakes? 
Well, this book has recipes for all different tastes and three different skill levels, plus an 
introduction to terms and techniques that will get you ready to bring the fun into the kitchen. 
Sweet & Salty is here to share the joy of baking with everyone and bring fun to the kitchen for 
the whole family. 
J 641.815 BATTILANA, Pop Now 
 
Leigh, Lindsey. “The Dirt: Wild Life Under the Soil’s Surface” 2025 
Did you know there is an entire ecosystem right beneath our feet? Have you ever heard of the 
"poop loop"? This graphic nonfiction title will both educate and excite young readers about the 
wonders (and creepiness) of animals that live underground, including worms, beetles, 
armadillos, badgers, and even the tiniest of protozoa. 
J 591.757 LEIGH, Pop Now 
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Messner, Kate. “History Smashers: Ancient Egypt” 2025 
In 1922, explorers opened King Tut's tomb, and a nasty hex was placed on everyone present. 
RIGHT? Not so much. Okay, but aliens did soar in on a space craft and build the Pyramids, right? 
WRONG! Join the History Smashers team to bust history's biggest misconceptions around the 
ancient Egyptians and decipher the truth behind this innovative civilization that spanned 
thousands of years. 
J 932.01 MESSNER, Pop Now 
 
Ollestad, Norman. “Sole Survivor” 2025 
Eleven-year-old Norman Ollestad is no stranger to extreme danger. Whether it’s surfing big 
swells off Topanga Beach or skiing in a blizzard, his thrill-seeking father hurls him from one 
adrenaline rush to another, pushing his son to realize that “anything’s possible.” And with Dad 
by his side, sometimes Norman believes in him. That motto is put to the ultimate test when the 
sketchy small plane they’ve chartered crashes in the San Gabriel Mountains during a 
snowstorm, killing the pilot and his father — the one person Norman has always counted on for 
help and encouragement. Trapped 6,000 feet above sea level, Norman is left to contend with 
his grief and with his dire circumstances. Should he wait for help and hope rescue arrives 
before hypothermia sets in, or brave the brutal cold and have a shot at making it out alive? 
J Bio OLLESTAD, Pop Now, e-book 
 
Smith, Clint. “How the Word is Passed (Adapted for Young Readers): Remembering Slavery 
and How It Shaped America” 2025 
Adapted from Clint Smith's No. 1 New York Times bestselling and universally acclaimed “How 
the Word Is Passed,” this must-read narrative takes readers to historical sites across America, 
exploring the legacy of slavery to help readers make sense of our nation's past and present, and 
be better stewards of their own future. 
YA 306.362 SMITH, Pop Now, e-book 
 
Traister, Rebecca. “Angry Girls Will Get Us Through” 2026 
From an early age, young girls are taught that anger isn’t an emotion they should express. 
They’re told — either implicitly or explicitly — to spend their lives keeping their fury locked 
inside for the benefit of others. But partly, Traister argues, that’s because the anger of women 
and girls has been a crucial catalyst for change, putting in motion some of the most defining 
social and political movements in our nation’s history. And it’s that anger that will blaze the 
path forward for the future. 
J 305.42 TRAISTER, Pop Now, e-book 
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Yong, Ed. “An Immense World (Young Readers Edition): How Animals Sense Earth’s Amazing 
Secrets” 2025 
Did you know that there are turtles who can track the Earth's magnetic fields? That some fish 
use electricity to talk to each other? The world is so much BIGGER and more "immense" than 
we humans experience it. We can only see so many colors, we can only feel so many 
sensations, and there are some senses we can't access at all. Exploring the amazing ways 
animals perceive the world is an excellent way to help understand the world itself. 
J 591.5 YONG, Pop Now 
 


