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Agenda

• Project Goals

• Plan & Scope Review

• Cost Review

• Design Update

• What’s Next
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Plan & Scope 
Review
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Proposed Site Plan

KEY FACTS: PARKING

• Existing: 117 spaces

• Proposed: 136 spaces

✓ 16.2% increase

• 6 HC spot
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Proposed Floor Plan

KEY FACTS: OVERALL AREA

Existing Library Area: 32,710 gsf

• 29,870 gsf ground floor

• 2,840 gsf mezzanine

New Library Area: 46,421 gsf

• Area of new construction: 19,214 gsf

• Area of renovation: 27,207 gsf

✓ 42% increase in overall library area
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Proposed Floor Plan

KEY FACTS: PROGRAM AREAS

Children’s Area
• Existing: 4,915 sf
• Proposed: 5,900 sf
✓ 20% increase

Teen Area
• Existing: 855 sf
• Proposed: 2,073 sf
✓ 142% increase

Main Area
• Existing: 6,761 sf
• Proposed: 12,900 sf
✓ 90% increase

Study/Small Meeting Rooms
• Existing: 457 sf
• Proposed: 1,366 sf
✓ 198% increase

Staff Space (excludes maintenance)

• Existing: 6,264 sf
• Proposed: 9,877 sf
✓ 58% increase

Community Rooms
• Existing: 1,624 sf
• Proposed: 3,826 sf
✓ 136% increase
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Renovation

Area of renovation

• 27,207 gsf
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• Gut renovation of interior spaces including removal of existing partitions, ceiling systems, 
flooring, millwork, finishes, etc. Adding of insulation to existing perimeter walls.

• Abatement removal of hazardous material.

• New book stacks and furniture.

• Renovation of toilet rooms and additional family restrooms.

• Removal of mezzanine and reconstruction of roof area

• Removal of existing EPDM Roofing System and installation of new EPDM Roofing System with 
insulation values and drainage to meet current code

• Installation of new skylight at two locations in the existing building where they had previously 
been removed

• Re-pointing and replacement of exterior brick masonry as required

• Structural enhancements to upgrade building to meet current building code

• Removal and replacement of HVAC system, including all rooftop equipment, with all electric 
ground source heat pump system and elimination of fossil fuel 

• Installation of fire protection system (existing library does not have one)

• The existing electrical service, panels, and distribution will be replaced.

• A new 1200-amp, 480/277-volt service will be installed with a new transformer.

• All lighting will be upgraded to LED, with automatic and manual controls for energy efficiency.

• The fire alarm system will be replaced with a modern, addressable system including smoke, 

heat, and carbon monoxide detectors.

• New telephone and data infrastructure will be installed, with Cat 6A cabling and power-over-

ethernet systems.

• Security cameras will be added at entry points, connected to a central recording system.

• Site renovations to increase parking capacity and safety, enhance flow and site amenities.

Renovation
Original Building was built in 

1970
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New Construction

Area of new construction

• 19,214 gsf
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• Increase Teen’s and Children’s area.

• Increase community room area.

• Repositioning front entry of Library.

• Addition of curbside pickup window & traffic loop.

• Increase staff office area.

• Relocate loading dock and maintenance areas to be positioned as ‘back-of-house’.

New 
Construction
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Cost Review

Project Cost: $36,963,179

Includes:

• Construction Cost: $28,666,146

• Contingencies

• Allowances

• Other soft costs
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$28,666,146



bethlehem public library

Design 
Update
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DESIGN DRIVERS: CONNECT & BALANCE

• A place to accommodate everyone, individually and as a collection of diverse community 
members

• Connection to nature

• Connect exterior design to interior design

• Juxtaposition of geometric shape of the library building with and organic forms

• Meandering path of ceiling, interrupted by relief of column recesses and light coves

• Complexity of stacks, furniture, flooring balanced with an organic and refined ceiling

• Ceiling heights and materials to zone elements of loud and quiet, open and closed, 
enhancing the gradient of the dovetail concept
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What’s Next?

• Community Informational Session December 3, 2024

• Bond Vote – December 12, 2024

Scan 
for 
more 
info!

https://www.bethpl.org/building-project-updates/

https://www.bethpl.org/building-project-updates/
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Scan 
for 
more 
info!

https://www.bethpl.org/building-project-updates/

Q&A

https://www.bethpl.org/building-project-updates/
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