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ACTIVITY!

Share your thoughts
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What does 
Sustainability 
mean to you?
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Energy

The Bethlehem Library is eligible for the Federal IRA incentives – which are tax credits for 
for-profit businesses and can be taken as a Direct Payment – also called Elective Pay for 
not-for-profit organizations.  The Elective Pay is at the same percentage, with the same 
eligibility criteria. Please disregard references to Transferability – that’s not something the 
Library is eligible to do for this project.  

The project will also be eligible for the National Grid, NYS Clean Heat Rebate.  
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Where we’ve been and where we are now…
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Site & Expansion Organization

SPLIT THE MIDDLE

Bringing the building closer to the entry to 
improve sense of arrival and wayfinding.

Activating both sides of the building in 
relationship to parking and patron access.

Increase opportunities for natural lighting 
into all interior spaces.

Planning Study January 2023
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"Dovetail" Concept Narrative 

The dovetail concept provides opportunity to 
patrons of all ages to access the library 
resources they seek out. It optimizes space 
needed for program areas while allowing them 
to interface at key opportunities. Strategic 
intersections will allow for the primary functions 
of the library to co-exist.

Stretching and expanding the program areas 
throughout the interior allows for accessible 
daylighting to people of all ages. Additionally, 
the building is surrounded by nature and 
outdoor resources on all sides.

Schematic Concept June 2023
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Schematic Design January 2024

Community RoomCommunity Room

Children’s & Teen’s Library

Maintenance

Staff Area

East Entry
West Entry

Proposed Floor Plan
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Design Development April 2024

Talk to the Architects April 10, 2024
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KEY FACTS: PROJECT LOGISTICS

• Project cost cap: $36M

• Anticipated Construction starting 
Summer 2025

• Two construction phases as part of one 
project so that the library can remain 
open
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Design Development 
May 2024

Proposed Site Plan

KEY FACTS: PARKING

• Existing: 117 spaces

• Proposed: 136 spaces

✓ 16.2% increase
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proposed site plan

proposed floor planDesign Development May 2024
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proposed floor plan

KEY FACTS: OVERALL AREA

Existing Library Area: 32,710 gsf

• 29,870 gsf ground floor

• 2,840 gsf mezzanine

New Library Area: 49,800 gsf

• Area of new construction: 20,815 gsf

• Area of renovation: 29,870 gsf

✓ 52% increase in overall library area
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proposed floor plan

KEY FACTS: PROGRAM AREAS

Children’s Area
• Existing: 4,915 sf
• Proposed: 6,057 sf
✓ 23% increase

Teen Area
• Existing: 855 sf
• Proposed: 2,022 sf
✓ 136% increase

Main Area
• Existing: 6,761 sf
• Proposed: 12,827 sf
✓ 90% increase

Study/Small Meeting Rooms
• Existing: 457 sf
• Proposed: 1,287 sf
✓ 182% increase

Staff Space (excludes maintenance)

• Existing: 6,264 sf
• Proposed: 9,877 sf
✓ 58% increase

Community Rooms
• Existing: 2,186 sf (*includes children’s reading room 562sf)

• Proposed: 5,000 sf
✓ 128% increase



bethlehem public library

proposed floor plan

KEY FACTS: COLLECTIONS SPACE

Main Collections

• Existing linear feet of stack space: 8,200

• Proposed linear feet of stack space: 8,226

✓ 0.3% increase

Children’s Collections

• Existing linear feet of stack space: 2,097

• Proposed linear feet of stack space: 2,141

✓ 2% increase

Teen Collections

• Existing linear feet of stack space: 558

• Proposed linear feet of stack space: 624

✓ 12% increase



bethlehem public library



bethlehem public library



bethlehem public library



bethlehem public library



bethlehem public library



bethlehem public library

What’s Next?

• Board Meeting Presentation - June 10th

• Talk to the Architects, Round 2 - July

• Children & Teen activities – July

• Community Informational Session – September

• Bond Vote – October 1st
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